
 

Climate's Impact: The Rise and Fall of Economies and Nations 
Sunday 3 December 2023; 18.00 – 19.30 (GST) 
Auditorium 1, Level 2, DIFC Academy Building 02, The Gate Village, DIFC 

Agenda 

Arrival 
18.00 - 18.15 

Registration, refreshments & networking 

Word of Welcome 
18.15-18.25 
 

MC: Simon Thompson, CEO Chartered Banker 
Welcome: Omar Shaikh, Managing Director, GEFI  
 

Keynote Address 
18.25-18.35 
 

Speaker: Saker Nusseibeh, CEO, Federated Hermes 

Ibn Khaldun Lecture: Climate's 
Impact: The Rise and Fall of 
Economies and Nations 
18.35-18.55 

Speaker: Dr. Aref Ali Nayed, Founder & Chairman, Kalam Research & Media  
 

Adam Smith Lecture: Climate's 
Impact: The Rise and Fall of 
Economies and Nations 
18.55-19.15 

Speaker: David Pitt-Watson, Global Steering Group, GEFI 

Interactive Q&A Session 
19.15-19.30 
 

Moderator: Simon Thompson 
Speakers: Dr. Aref Ali Nayed 
 David Pitt-Watson 

  



 

Unlocking Positive Systemic Change: 
Identifying Leverage Points for Sustainable Transformation  
Monday 4 December 2023; 18.00 – 19.30 (GST) 
Auditorium 1, Level 2, DIFC Academy Building 02, The Gate Village, DIFC 

Agenda 

Arrival 
18.00 - 18.15 

Registration, refreshments & networking 

Word of Welcome 
18.15-18.23 
 

MC: Simon Thompson, CEO Chartered Banker 

Keynote Address 
Building for the Future: The Role 
of Finance in Creating Positive 
and Systemic Long-term Change 
18.23-18.33 

Speaker: Amal Larhlid, Partner, PwC 
 

Ibn Khaldun Lecture: Unlocking 
Positive Systemic Change: 
Identifying Leverage Points for 
Sustainable Transformation 
18.33-18.53 

Speaker: Tan Sri Azman Mokhtar, 
 Chairman, Leadership Council of the Malaysia International 
 Islamic Finance Centre (MIFC); 
 Global Steering. Group, GEFI   

Adam Smith Lecture: Unlocking 
Positive Systemic Change: 
Identifying Leverage Points for 
Sustainable Transformation 
18.53-19.13 

Speaker: Professor Adam Dixon 
 Adam Smith Chair in Sustainable Capitalism,  
 Adam Smith’s Panmure House, Edinburgh Business School, 
 Heriot-Watt University 

Interactive Q&A Session 
19.13-19.30 
 

Moderator: Simon Thompson, 
Speakers: Tan Sri Azman Mokhtar 
 Professor Adam Dixon 

  



 

The Relationship Between Profit and Purpose 
Tuesday 5 December 2023; 18.00 – 19.30 (GST) 
Master Class, Floor 5, Heriot-Watt University Climate Hub, Dubai Knowledge Park, Dubai 

Agenda 

Arrival 
18.00 - 18.15 

Registration, refreshments & networking 

Word of Welcome 
18.15-18.18 
 

MC: Dr. Erika Anderson, Research Analyst, GEFI 
 

Welcome Keynote Address 
Maintaining Smith’s Legacy - 
Panmure house 
18.18-18.30 
 

Speakers: Dr Caroline Howitt,  
Programme Director, Adam Smith’s Panmure House, Edinburgh Business 
School, Heriot-Watt University 

  
  

Ibn Khaldun Lecture: The 
Relationship between Profit    
and Purpose 
18.30-18.50 

Speakers:     Professor Mehmet Asutay, 
Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic Political Economy & Finance,  
Durham University           

Adam Smith Lecture: The 
Relationship between Profit    
and Purpose 
18.50-19.10 

Speaker: David Pitt-Watson, Global Steering Group, GEFI 

Interactive Q&A Session 
19.10-19.30 
 

Moderator: Huda Al Shorman, Analyst, GEFI 
Speakers: David Pitt-Watson, Global Steering Group, GEFI 
                      Professor Mehmet Asutay, Durham University 
 

 


