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19 + 21 SEPTEMBER 2023 

 

 

 

 
 

Alongside Ethical Finance Global 2023, GEFI will bring together policymakers, development professionals, 

financial practitioners, and faith leaders from around the world for a programme of private roundtables taking 

place at the RBS/NatWest Business School (175 Glasgow Road, Gogarburn, Edinburgh, EH12 1HQ) on 

Tuesday 19th and Thursday 21st September 2023. Detailed location and arrival instructions on page 9 & 10. 

 

Sessions include: 

 

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2023 

12.00 - 1.00pm Welcome Lunch  

1.00 - 2.15pm Purpose & Leadership Session on purpose and the B-Corp approach and what are the key leadership qualities to 

successfully navigate the ESG/sustainable finance sector 

2.15 - 3.00pm Coffee break  

3.00 - 4.00pm Impact and 

Performance Linked 

Financing for 

National Development 

The role for innovative financing (impact investing, performance linked impact bonds and 

SDG aligned investing) towards achieving a just transition and a wellbeing economy. 

4.00 - 4.30pm Coffee break  

4.30 - 6.00pm Global Leaders Global views on the latest trends in ESG from the GCC, Africa, Asia, Europe and the US. 

6.00 - 7.00pm Networking drinks reception 

7.00 – 9.30pm Dinner Private dinner with Summit speakers, local and international financial services leaders. 

   

THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2023 

9.30 - 10.45am Asset Management – 

ESG Emergency? 

How asset owners and managers are dealing with the market challenges of the 

weaponising and politicising of ESG, taxonomies and regulations and the tension points 

between E, the S and the G 

10.45 - 11.15am Coffee break  

11.15 - 12.30pm Financing Nature Insights on how financial institutions are supporting the protection and restoration of 

nature and biodiversity 

11.15 - 12.15pm Islamic Finance       

and ESG 

How Islamic finance and its approach can be integrated with the wider ESG movement; 

what can each discipline learn from the other? 

12.15 - 1.45pm Lunch  

13.15 – 2.45pm Empowering Women An upbeat, interactive, practical workshop to develop three ‘impact essentials’ for 

women* in leadership and C-Suite positions.  

(*including anyone identifying as a woman) 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

Purpose & Leadership 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19 September 2023, 1.00 – 2.15pm 

In partnership with Edelman Smithfield this roundtable will focus on purpose and the leadership skills required by senior leaders 

in the financial services sector to embrace ESG transformation within their industry – and companies. ESG has evolved into more than 

a regulatory compliance exercise; its implementation requires leaders to look internally to address issues such as skills shortages and 

data quality, and think more broadly about how their products are – or are not – meeting the demands of customers, as well as 

regulators. This roundtable is aimed at CEOs/the  C-suite of financial services companies. 

 
In partnership with 

 

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2023 

1.00pm Welcome Moderator: Amy Clarke, Chief Impact Officer, Tribe Impact Capital 

1.05pm Purpose Moderator:  
 
Panelists: 

Amy Clarke, Chief Impact Officer, Tribe Impact Capital  

 

Anuradha Chugh, Chief Executive, Pukka Herbs 

Louise Kjellerup Roper, CEO, Volans 

1.25pm Open discussion and Q&A   

1.35pm Leadership Moderator:  

Panelists: 

Simon Thompson, CEO, Chartered Banker 

Dame Susan Rice, Chair of the Global Steering Group, GEFI 

Noripah Kamso, Chairman (Designate), Arabesque Malaysia 

 

2.00pm Open discussion and Q&A   

2.15pm Close   

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

Impact and Performance Linked 
Financing for National Development 

 
 

 

Tuesday 19th September 2023, 3.00 - 4.00pm 

As economies seek to redefine themselves to incorporate a just transition and wellbeing, traditional mindsets and financing 

mechanisms are being challenged to similarly evolve. This session, in partnership with the Scottish National Investment 

Bank, will explore the role for innovative financing – impact investing, social outcomes/ performance linked impact bonds 

and SDG aligned investing – towards achieving such. 

 

 

In partnership with 

 

 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2023 

3.00pm Welcome Stewart Langdon, Partner, Leapfrog 

3.05pm 
A national perspective on impact 

investing in Scotland 
Libby Watkinson, Director - Impact, Scottish National Investment Bank 

3.15pm 
Sovereign social impact bonds –           

Chile sets a high bar 
Dr Kevin Parker, Business Advisor, Z/Yen 

3.25pm Open discussion and Q&A  

3.35pm 
Investing in and sovereign     

sustainability bonds 
Irina Kurochkina, Portfolio Manager, Aegon Asset Management 

3.42pm 
Measuring “True Value” for national 

impact 
Tan Sri Azman Mokhtar, former CEO Khazanah Nasional, Malaysia 

3.49pm Open discussion and Q&A  

4.00pm Close  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Global Leaders 

 
Tuesday 19th September 2023, 4.30 - 6.00pm 

Global views on the latest trends in ESG from the GCC, Africa, Asia, Europe and the US.

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2023 

4.30pm Welcome 

Minister’s welcome 

words 

Thom Kenrick, Head of Social Strategy and Impact, NatWest Group 

Richard Lochhead MSP, Minister for Small Business, Innovation, Tourism and Trade, 

Scottish Government 

4.36pm Climate Emergency    

– is finance failing? 

Satya Tripathi, Secretary General, Global Alliance for a Sustainable Planet 

4.43pm New Findings in ESG Alex Edmans, Professor of Finance, London Business School 

4.53pm Open discussion and Q&A 

 

Regional views: how SDGs and broader ESG/sustainability are being practiced and 

related current challenges in your region. 

Chair to moderate 3-5mins Q&A after each regional perspective 

 

5.00pm North America Kristian Nammack, Founder, Matinecock Capital LLC 

5.15pm Europe / UK David Chollet, Partner, Accuracy 

5.32pm 

 

Middle East / GCC & 

Africa 

 

Modupe Ladipo, Managing Partner and Founder, Prosperar Development Consulting 

Christian Kunz, Chief Strategy, Ventures and Innovation Officer, Dubai International 
Financial Centre 

5.49pm Asia Azalina Adham, Managing Director, Securities Commission Malaysia 

6.00pm Close  

 
  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dinner 
 
 
 

Tuesday 19th September 2023, 6.45pm onwards 

Private dinner with Summit speakers, local and international financial services leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

In partnership with 
 

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2023 

6.45pm Arrival 
 

7.00pm Welcome Judith Cruikshank, Regional Managing Director Business Banking, NatWest Group 

7.05pm Reflections Eva Cairns, Head of Sustainability Insights and Climate Strategy, abrdn 

  Tan Sri Azman Mokhtar, Chairman, MIFC Leadership Council 

7.20pm Dinner served 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Asset Management – 
ESG Emergency? 
 

Thursday 21st September 2023, 09.30 - 10.45am 

How asset owners and managers are dealing with the market challenges of the weaponising and politicising of 

ESG, taxonomies and regulations and the tension points between E, the S and the G. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2023 

9.30am Welcome Moderator: David Pitt-Watson, Global Steering Group, GEFI and 

Chair of the Scottish Taskforce for Green and Sustainable 

Financial Services 

9.35am Weaponising & Politicising ESG Panelists: Lauran Halpin, Head of Impact Equities, Martin Currie  

 Kate Brett, Global Intellectual Capital Leader for 

Sustainable Investment, Mercer 

 Leon Kamhi, Head of Responsibility and EOS, Federated 

Hermes 

 

Miranda Beacham, Head of ESG for Equities and Multi 

Asset, Aegon Asset Management 

10.30am Open discussion and Q&A  

10.45am Close  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Financing Nature 

 
Thursday 21st September 2023, 11.15 - 12.30pm 

Insights on how financial institutions are supporting the protection and restoration of nature and biodiversity. 

 

THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2023 

11.15am Welcome Graham Burnside, Co-founder, GEFI 

11.20am 

 

Developing Nature Positive Transition 

Plans 

 

Karen Ellis, Chief Economist, WWF UK 

Andy Turnbull, Senior Investment Manager, Federated Hermes 

Investment Manager for UKNIF 

12.00pm Open discussion and Q&A  

12.10pm The nature-positive project pipeline Dr Bruce Howard, Ecosystems Knowledge Network 

12.20pm Open discussion and Q&A  

12.30pm Close  

 



 

 

 
 

 

Islamic Finance and ESG 

 
Thursday 21st September 2023, 11.15 - 12.15pm 

How Islamic finance and its approach can be integrated with the wider ESG movement; what can 

each discipline learn from the other? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In partnership with 
 

THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2023 

11.15am Welcome Dr Hayat Sindi, Global Steering Group, GEFI 

 

11.20am 
 

Moving from Halal to Tayyib 

 

Tan Sri Azman Mokhtar, Chairman, MIFC Leadership Council 

 
Shariah and SDG/ Dr Akram Laldin, Executive Director, International Shariah Research 

 Sustainability: Applying a maqasid 
lens 

Academy for Islamic Finance 

11.40am Open discussion and Q&A 
 

11.50am Creating Islamic Charles Haresnape, Chief Executive Officer, Gatehouse Bank 

 ESG Products  

    
Market Developments David Testa, Executive Director, DDCAP 

12.05pm Open discussion and Q&A 
 

12.15pm Close 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Arrival Instructions 
 
 
 
 
  

Instructions for taxi drivers 

Exit A8, Glasgow Road at Gogar Station Rd. Take the second left through the gates, which will 
lead to the RBS Business School. 
 
RBS/NatWest Group Business School, 175 Glasgow Road, Gogarburn, Edinburgh, EH12 1HQ 

Tel: 0131 626 9000 

 
 

 

The tram station at Gogarburn, is a 

short 12 minute walk away from 

the Conference Centre and Business 

Centre. 

As you disembark at Gogarburn tram stop and bus 
stop east bound (towards Edinburgh), head towards 
the entrance / exit to the tram station. and take the 
right on the path, walking 30 seconds until you get to 
stairs to the bridge that take you over the motorway. 
Walk over the bridge until you arrive at the eastern 
entrance of RBS Gogarburn. 

 
From the west bound bus stop (away from 
Edinburgh) you will be dropped beside the western 
entrance to the site. turning left as you leave the 
bus, you will quickly turn right into the entrance to 
the RBS Gogarburn Campus. 

 
From either entrance, to get to the Conference 
Centre, where the main Ethical Finance Global 
summit is hosted on the 20th September, follow 
the path to the right to the Conference Centre that 
takes you safely across the road, be sure to use the 
pedestrian crossing. Follow this path for 7 minutes 
until you arrive at the zebra crossing that takes you 
towards the Conference Centre, follow this path 
which takes you to the entrance. 

 
To get to the Business School, where the 
accommodation and SDG Hive events on the 19th 
and 21st September are hosted, turn left after 
entering the campus, follow the path until you 
cross to the other side of a roundabout are able to 
take a right on a public road. You should then take 
an immediate left at the entrance to the Business 
School. The entrance path is a short 2 minute walk 
to the Business Centre. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Venue 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Auditorium (Business School) Lounge on 1st floor (Business School) 

 

 
 

 
The Business School, situated six miles to the west of Edinburgh and two miles from Edinburgh International Airport, is 
well served by buses and lies approximately two miles from South Gyle and Edinburgh Park railway stations. 

 

» By Plane 

From Edinburgh International Airport visitors can take a 5-minute taxi ride or 10 minute tram journey directly from the 
airport to the Gogarburn tramstop (circled above) which serves staff and visitors to the RBS Headquarters. Trams operate 
every 10 minutes. The main campus lies a few minutes’ walk away and is accessed via a footbridge located directly west 
of the tramstop. 

 

» By Rail 

Edinburgh Park or South Gyle stations are approximately two miles from Gogarburn. Visitors can use the RBS rail 

shuttle in the peak periods however as this service is used by all employees and can be very busy we recommend 

pre-booking a taxi from these stations. Please see below for local taxi numbers. Waverley and Haymarket stations are 

closest to the City Centre and are best serviced by the number 12 / X12 buses to Gogarburn. 

» By Bus 

There are frequent services from the airport and the city. We recommend the 12 (timetable), X12 (timetable) or 35 

(timetable) to get you closest. 

» By Car 

Gogarburn is just a few minutes’ drive from each of the Edinburgh City Bypass, the M8 and the M9. On-site parking 

at Gogarburn is limited and if parking is required, it must be pre-booked. If you need a parking space, please contact 

the GEFI team by Friday 19th August 2022. Spaces are limited and subject to availability. 

» By Cycle and Motorcycle 

The traffic free canal cycle path runs from the centre of Edinburgh out past the Gyle and Gogarburn. The path is a 

10-minute ride from Gogarburn. Facilities for cyclists and motorcyclists include shower rooms and secure parking. 

 

» Local Taxi Numbers 
City Cabs 0131 228 1211 
Central Taxis 0131 229 2468 
 

 


